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THE SECRET POWER 
OF JEWISH UNITY

SOURCE SHEET AND DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

SOURCE 1: Talmud Bavli (Babylonian Talmud), Shabbat 31a – Can the Torah be encapsulated in one principle?

There is a story about a gentile who came before Shammai and 
said to him, “I will convert if you teach me the entire Torah while 
I stand on one foot.” Shammai pushed him away with a ruler 
that was in his hand. The gentile then went to Hillel, who helped 
him to convert. Hillel told him, “Whatever is hateful to you do 
not do to your friend. This is the entire Torah. The rest is its
commentary. Go and study.”

 מעשה בנכרי אחד שבא לפני שמאי

 אמר לו גיירני ע”מ שתלמדני כל התורה

 כולה כשאני עומד על רגל אחת דחפו

 באמת הבנין שבידו בא לפני הלל גייריה

 אמר לו דעלך סני לחברך לא תעביד זו

 היא כל התורה כולה ואידך פירושה הוא

זיל גמור

Although our Rabbis explain that  Hillel’s words are based upon the famous biblical injunction: love your 
neighbor as thyself, when talking to the gentile, Hillel oddly limits the verse’s scope to only “not hurting
people”.  

Q: Why do you think he does this?

There are those who understand that although the mitzvah encourages positive actions, it only requires 
refraining from things which hurt others.  Others maintain that it refers to both and perhaps Hillel’s intent 
was to engage the Gentile on a level that he could relate to at the time,  even though the Torah ultimately 
requires more.
Let’s take a look at the actual mitzvah of loving your neighbor and what it requires:

B. LEVEL II -  LOVING OTHERS AS YOURSELF

SOURCE 2: Vayikra (Leviticus), 19:18 – The Torah source for the mitzvah love your neighbor

Do not take revenge and do not bear a grudge against the 
members of your people, and you shall love your fellow as 
you love yourself; I am God.

 לאֹ-תִקֹּם ולְאֹ-תִטֹּר אתֶ-בְּניֵ עמֶַּךָ ואְָהַבְתָּ

’לרְֵעךֲָ כָּמוֹךָ אֲניִ ה

Q: Why is  “love your neighbor” included in the same verse as “bearing a grudge and taking 
revenge”, two injunctions with have categorically opposite intents?
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Every creation begins with a vision and a purpose. So too, when God created the world, there was 
a purpose, and it was encoded into the first line of the Torah:

Based upon Rashi’s commentary, the verse could be read: “With Torah and Israel in mind, God 
created heaven and earth.” That was the purpose and the plan, to find a People that would 
be fitting to accept the Torah and use it (e.g. The Chosen People), to unite Heaven and Earth 
together.

Question:	 What do you think it means that God, Torah, and Israel are all One?

Consider the following source driving this connection home on a deeper level:

God created the world as an act of kindness (love) to share His Goodness with the world. The 
vehicles for this expression are the Torah, which is One with “God’s Mind,” while Israel is 
unified with God through our souls. To bring the Oneness of God to the world is the job of the 
Chosen People.

Each of these vehicles, Torah and the Jewish People, reflect God’s essence:

If a Jew knows one Hebrew phrase, it is likely to be the Shema. It’s our national anthem, our credo, 
and expresses our purpose in the world both individually and as a People.

God, Torah, and Israel are all One.
SOURCE 2: ZOHAR PARSHAS ACHAREI MOS (73A) UNITY OF GOD, TORAH, AND ISRAEL

רָָאֵֵל וְְכָָל חַַד רִִיךְְ הוּּא, וֹֹארַַיְְיתָָא, וְְיִִשְׂ�ְ א בְּ�ְ ָ קוּּדְְשָׁ�

In the beginning, God created Heaven and Earth…..
SOURCE 1: BEREISHIS (1:1) AND RASHI COMMENTARY IN THE BEGINNING - “WITH PURPOSE” 

רֶֶץ׃ ֽ מַַיִִם וְְאֵֵת הָָאָֽ� ָ � רָָא אֱֱלֹקֹים אֵֵת הַַשָּׁ� תי �בָָּ ִ רֵֵשִׁא� בְּ�ְ

The Commentator Rashi explains the term “In the beginning” – b’raishis – literally, “with (two things 
called) firsts” in mind. (Both the Jewish People and Torah are called raishis – firsts - in the Scripture.)

Hear Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is One.
SOURCE 3: DEVARIM (6:4) THE SHEMA – “GOD’S BUSINESS CARD”

רָָאֵֵל ה' אֱֱלֹקֹינוּּ ה' אֶֶחָָד מַַע יִִשְׂ�ְ ְ שְׁ�

Question:	 What do you think the Shema means, and why is it so important?

Rosh Hashanah is known to all as the “Day of Judgment”, and we are familiar with the image of 
every human being coming before God, like sheep before the Shepard, in judgment.

Q: Yet, what is the nature of this judgement?  What are we being judged upon?

Most of us would probably say that we are being judged upon our deeds of the past year, and 
what that means for the year ahead.    The Talmud below would seem to concur:

SOURCE 1: Talmud Bavli, Rosh Hashanah 16b – Everyone is Judged on Rosh Hashanah

Rabbi Cruspedai said in the name of Rabbi Yochanan, “Three 
books are opened on Rosh Hashanah: One of totally evil 
people, one of completely righteous people, and one that 
includes people with both good and bad deeds [Beinonim]. 
The completely righteous individuals are written and sealed 
immediately for life. The totally wicked individuals are written 
and sealed immediately for death. The [sentence for the] 
individuals with both good and bad deeds is suspended from 
Rosh Hashanah until Yom Kippur. If they merit, they are inscribed 
for life, if they do not merit, they are inscribed for death.”

 א“ר כרוספדאי א“ר יוחנן שלשה

 ספרים נפתחין בר“ה אחד של רשעים

 גמורין ואחד של צדיקים גמורין ואחד

 של בינוניים צדיקים גמורין נכתבין

 ונחתמין לאלתר לחיים רשעים גמורין

 נכתבין ונחתמין לאלתר למיתה

 בינוניים תלויין ועומדין מר“ה ועד יוה“כ

 זכו נכתבין לחיים לא זכו נכתבין

.למיתה

You would imagine that we spend the day immersed in prayer and repentance, begging God 
for a judgment for  life and all its attendant blessings.  (like we do on Yom Kippur)  Yet, on Rosh 
Hoshana we celebrate, eat and drink and are dressed in our fi nest clothes.

Also, you would think that if we are settling accounts from the prior year the time to do that 
would be the last day of the last year, not Rosh Hashanah, which is the fi rst day of the New Year.  
That’s like giving last year’s report card on the fi rst day of the new school term!

Q:  Why do you think the day of Judgment occurs on the fi rst day of the New year, it seems 
incongruous with the idea of  a fresh start which  the new year inspires!?

Q:  Even more surprising, is that even during the prayer services, almost no mention of 
our sins is made, nor our pleas for forgiveness uttered.  Shouldn’t we be begging God to 
overlook our past mistakes, giving us another lease on life in the year ahead?

MAKING GOD KING 
THIS ROSH HASHANAH

SOURCE SHEET AND DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
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The Shema is the mantra that God is One, perfect and imbedded within everything and in 
everyone in this world.

Question:	 Go over your list and see if you can determine a common denominator that 
	 threads through most, if not all, of the pleasures on the list? What is it?

If you look at the Shema, in every Torah and in every Siddur, there are two large letters, an ע and a 
 .in Hebrew spells witness ע ד .(See the bold letters in Source 3) .ד

The Jewish People are tasked with bearing witness to the Unity of God within our lives and 
through our Torah – to show the world that underneath the surface, Godliness is expressed 
everywhere and in everything.

The Torah was introduced in a world of paganism where there were multiple gods and opposing 
forcing of good and evil. So, on a simple level, the Shema comes to dispel this notion.

Yet, a deeper meaning is that God, unlike everything else in this finite world of parts (minimum of 
two), is uniquely ONE – infinite and perfect, not subject to any of the inherent limitations of our 
physical world.

The implications of this are staggering. A perfect being, without limitations, that creates a 
world, does so as an act of unconditional love! So, the creation of this world was the original 
love story, the gift of the Creator to His Creation, publicized to the world through the Jewish 
People!

Question:	 Why do you think the word “witness” is coded into the Shema?

WHY WE NEED TO KNOW THAT GOD IS ONE?

This idea of bearing witness to the Unity of God seems very philosophical. What does Oneness 
mean to us in our lives?

All human beings pursue pleasure, or at least their self-interest (including avoiding pain), every 
moment of their lives.

List as many pleasures as you can in life, from ordinary to deeper pleasure in the next minute:

Some common pleasures probably on your list include, love, intimacy, food, music, sports, the arts, 
nature, ideas, spirituality, though there are many more.

If you look at the common denominator in all these things, most if not all come back to unity – 
Oneness!

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________
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Question:	 What are we really seeking?

Not only are pleasures an experience of Oneness, but success is based upon it as well! Synergies 
in business, collaboration of all sorts in life, the unity of championship sports teams all attest to the 
whole being greater than the sum of its parts. Unity is the jet Stream of life. Pursue it and you will 
find pleasure, happiness, and success!

You see, pleasure-seeking is really a Jewish occupation – a game of hide and go-seek meant 
to discover God. But to sort out the various pleasures in life and how to balance them to 
achieve this goal, one needs a user’s manual. In essence, that is the function of the Torah.

What all human beings are really seeking is God, the source of all pleasure and the embodiment of 
ONENESS!

We are all seeking pleasure, happiness, and success in life.

If you answered Oneness, you are half right! 

JEWISH UNITY – THE FINAL STEP:
The Jewish People are the conduit to bring Oneness and God to the world, and must first be 
unified ourselves to achieve this mission. 

Consider the preamble to the Giving of the Torah as described in the Chumash:

SOURCE 4: PARSHAS YISRO (19:2) - ISRAEL CAMPED AT THE MOUNTAIN
Having journeyed from Rephidim, they entered the wilderness of Sinai and 
encamped (plural) in the wilderness. Israel encamped (singular) there in 
front of the mountain. (The singular usage prompts Rashi to make the 
following famous comment below)

ר סִִנַַיי בֹֹוּּא מִִדְְ�בַַּ סְְעוּּ מֵֵרְְפִִדִִיים וַַ�יָָּ  וַַ�יִִּ
רָָאֵֵל ם יִִשְׂ�ְ ָ חַַן־שָׁ� ֽ ר וַַיִּֽ�� דְְ�בָָּ �מִִּ חֲֲנּוּ �בַַּ יַּ�ַ ֽ  וַֽ�

ר׃ ֽ  נֶֶגֶֶד הָָהָֽ�

Commentator Rashi K’ish echad, b’lev echad...one man with one heart. לֵֵב אֶֶחָָד אִִׁשׁי אֶֶחָָד בְּ�ְ �כְְּ

And not only was this the basis for our receiving the Torah, but it is also the reason why we 
succeed, flourish, and are protected from our enemies throughout our history:

This unity was the precondition for God to give the Jewish People the Torah.

SOURCE 5: GOD PROTECTS AND SAVES WHEN WE ARE ONE - PURIM (3:8 AND 4:16)
Haman said to King Achashverosh,” There is one People 
scattered and separate among the Nations...It is not in the 
interest of the King to tolerate them.”

נוֹֹ עַַם־אֶֶחָָד ְ וֵֵוֹֹרׁשׁ יֶֶשְׁ� ְ לֶֶךְְ אֲֲחַַשְׁ� ֹמֶֶאר הָָמָָן לַַ�מֶֶּ  וַַ�יֹּ
ים עַַ�מִִּ ֽ ין הָֽ� מְְפֹֹרָָד �בֵֵּ ר ּוּ מְְפֻֻזָּ�ָ

Esther tells Mordechai, “Go and assemble all the Jews found 
in Shushan to fast on my behalf…”

ן ָ וּּׁשׁשָׁ�  מְְצְְאִִים בְּ�ְ �נִִּ ֽ יִדִּוּם הַֽ�  ה ל־הַַיְּ�ְ נוֹֹס אֶֶת־כׇּ�ׇ  לֵֵךְְ כְּ�ְ
וְְוּּצוּּמ עָָלַַי

Love and peace bring people/nations together as one. Music, nature, and art all express the 
exquisite harmony (Oneness) of diversity, as well as the great taste of food - for example, as in 
a delicious recipe  combining varied ingredients in perfect combination. The pleasure that one 
experiences in meaning, ideas, and morality is also rooted in unity, whether expressed in the 
coherence of an idea (within the context of the whole), or the absolute truth which gives rise to 
morality.
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The word Yisroel - רָָאֵֵל שְׂ�ְ  is an acronym for, Yesh Shishim Ribo Osios LaTorah -- There are 600,000 ִיִ
letters in the Torah. 

SOURCE 6: MIGALEH AMUKOT YISROEL (SECTION 186) - THERE ARE 600,000 LETTERS IN 
THE TORAH.

Question:	 How can I share this gift and this mission with other Jews?

This means that every Jew, all members of the Nation of Israel, has a letter in the Torah 
corresponding to them.

We are like 600,000 jigsaw puzzle pieces. Only if each piece is present and whole (with 
its full contribution), can the image of the puzzle emerge. And in this case the image that 
emerges is that of God Himself.

Questions: What can I do personally to strengthen Jewish Unity and what can we do as a 
group to bring Jews together?

Each one of us has a part to play in bringing about the Destiny of the Jewish People, to add our 
letter to the Torah. Part of Oneness is Completeness, and the Jewish People aren’t complete until 
we are all on the same page, “one man with one heart,” adding our letters to the Torah.

Question:	 What personal steps can I take to add my own piece to the jigsaw puzzle of the 
Jewish People? 

This is what it means to be a light onto the Nations (Isaiah 42:6) -- reflecting the light of God into 
this world.

Only through Jewish Unity can we achieve this mission.

Consider the following analogy:

God is waiting for all of us to step up and bring our unique talents and wisdom to strengthen and 
the Jewish People and bond us together and to our Heritage.

Question:	 What do you think that means?

Has there ever been a time in our lives when this is more apparent and necessary than post-
October 7?

It is no accident that our enemies attacked us when we were so divided as a people in the year 
leading up to the massacre, and since then, we have seen an unprecedented wave of Jewish Unity. 

Jewish Unity goes beyond caring and being nice to one another. It also means each Jew doing 
their part to bring God into the world.

There is a well-known statement from the book of Kabbalah, the Zohar, that there are 600,000 
letters in the Torah parallel to the 600,000 Jews (souls) that received the Torah at Mt. Sinai.

Every Purim we give gifts to one another and the poor to increase friendship, and to remind 
ourselves that Jewish Unity is our secret weapon.

The Rabbis explain that Haman’s opening to destroy us was that we were disunited – scattered and 
separate – and the precursor to our salvation was unity, “Go and assemble ALL the Jews.”


