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The Talmud tells us in Tractate Yuma 9b, that the second Temple was destroyed because of “sinas
chinam” — baseless hatred among Jews. We find a famous and enigmatic story in the Talmud called
“Kamtza and Bar Kamtza” which is also mentioned as a precursor to the “Churban” — destruction of
the Temple. It too seems to revolve around senseless hatred between Jews:

SOURCE 1: TALMUD TRACTATE GITTIN 55b - STORY OF KAMTZA AND BAR KAMTZA

Jerusalem was destroyed on account of Kamtza and AN RXN2 121 RXNDPR
Bar Kamtza. There was a certain man whose friend was N122 KINDT - D2V
named Kamtza and whose enemy was named Bar Kamtza: M7 Dy, RXNP AMINT
He once made a large feast and said to his servant: NN, RATIVD T2Y .RYDP 12
Go bring me my friend Kamtza. The servant went and .N¥7:Jp_.7'? MR DT synwh avY

mistakenly brought him his enemy Bar Kamtza. R¥NID 12 9 MR UTR
The man who was hosting the feast came and found Bar
Kamtza sitting at the feast. The host said to Bar Kamtza:
That man is the enemy [ba‘al devava] of that man,

MR .1 MAT ANIYR KON
HY2 X122 KN TN Y

(that is, you are my enemy). What then do you want here? RN R RIDNT RALT
Arise and leave. Bar Kamtza said to him: Since | have A2 NN 1pia DIp ?RIN MY2
already come, let me stay and | will give you money for 7% 12071 1paw ko1 »°RiN
whatever | eat and drink. Just do not embarrass me by RPDYI RIPIRT NN T

sending me out.

A number of questions come to mind when trying to understand this story:

Question: The sin of baseless hatred is of course bad, but does it deserve a punishment
that has stretched over 2000 years? Why do you think it might?

“Baseless hatred” is equated with the three cardinal sins for which the 1st Temple was destroyed -
murder, idol worship and improper intimate relations.

Question: Perhaps the essence of baseless hatred is at the root of these three mistakes.
Any thoughts on Why?

Question: Why does the host of the party remain anonymous, while Kamtza, who is not at

i ?
the party is named o



Question: It is certainly odd that the friend is called Kamtza and the enemy is called Bar Kamtza —
“son of Kamtza.” Perhaps these aren’t real names. If not, what do you think they might
suggest? (hint: Kamtza in Hebrew means miserly, stingy)

Maybe we should consider that the root of all evil, and certainly dispute, is selfishness — an extreme
level of self-centeredness in a person. Bar Kamtza is also an interesting name. Bar is used literally as
“son of,” and figuratively as leading to, or as part of, the next generation.

Question: How might this concept relate to dispute and hatred?

This type of hatred, which is baseless, has no limit since it has no cause; it just feeds upon itself
(giving birth as it were) until it is all-consuming — from generation to generation!

Question: The first line of the story says that Jerusalem was destroyed on account of “Kamtza and
Bar Kamtza.” What did Kamtza have to do with it? He wasn’t even at the party!?

Let's look at another source from the Maharal of Prague to help us answer this question:

SOURCE 2: NETZACH YISROEL 5:8 - EXPLANATION OF KAMTZA BAR KAMTZA STORY

Let’s try to understand what Kamtza did
and what sin he committed such that the
destruction of Jerusalem came about
through him? You need to know, that the
generation was one of baseless hatred
and dispute, and the way of a place that is
permeated with baseless hatred is to “team
up” with your loved ones against those you
hate. So although Kamtza was a friend,
the friendship displayed in inviting him to
the feast was really just a mechanism for
further disharmony and hatred! This is why
he was called “Kamtza” meaning “miserly
& selfish,” because his only function was to
help further dispute, while the person who
was actively causing the dispute was called
“Bar Kamtza,” “son of Kamtza,” because he
was “All about Dispute.”

N1 ,RXNP NYY N, )N2NNY 70 wn
27N RXNP T DY’ INIRY IRLN NN 1YwAa
NTOT OV 0, NYTHY O v har Ddey
,NP1YNM DIN NRIY NTN MR Y
Y NP°w DIN NRIY 12 W DMpnn 1M
N 0T LAY RNWY INR DY P1oNY 2nR
NANRN NIRN .RXAP AN N ,)RD
NPoNN TP P1YN NNRRA XN NNYY
15NN Nwya 1T Yy 03 ,NNIYN NI
PRY RXIP’ NP NTN 2NIRD 129N
.DINR DY P1YNY 2T P AT MIYPNN
012NNNN YY MK PIYNM T1Nan nam
YY1 XIP3 720 1T AT HY DAMR NnY
NpIbNNnia ww L RXNAP 12’ Np1vnnn
12 7PN XYW MY Y1 N R N
NY M YR 1aNnn v P, Nyonnn
SRXNIP RIPI,NpoNn Dyl

Question: What is the Maharal instructing us about the complicity of Kamtza?

You can’t have a Bar Kamtza without a Kamtza. Dispute and hatred can only be sustained if
society supports hatred and division. Without great numbers of people condoning hatred and being

happy to advance it, it cannot endure, so perhaps they are just as guilty as those who originate it!

We explained that Kamtza means selfishness. Let's consider this trait as we look at the last part of our

story:
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SOURCE 3: TALMUD TRACTATE GITTEN (56a) - KAMTZA/BAR KAMTZA CONTINUED.

The host said to him: No, you must leave. Bar Kamtza said to [P N LRY 12 NN
him: I will give you money for half of the feast; just do not N229 M7 72 NI
send me away. The host said to him: No, you must leave. Bar R D MR PATIVDT
Kamtza then said to him: I will give you money for the entire MT 72 I A2 DN
feast; just let me stay. The host said to him: No, you must NN PATIVD A1
leave. Finally, the host took Bar Kamtza by his hand, stood him T2 DRI LRY A
up, and took him out. SRARY AMPINY
Bar Kamtza said to himself: Since the Sages were sitting 1227 221 1M DRIN R
there and did not protest the actions of the host even though N2 YNV 90 N9
he humiliated me, | understand from this that they were in 542°R 97PN AnY ND N?
agreement with what he did! | will therefore go and malign them X291 72 R¥MP N2
to the king! ' ' '

We understand that selfishness encourages division/hatred and would expect that to play out in the
story. Yet, one would think that the party host would relish his enemy paying for the entire party.
However, he throws him out instead and this process is described in detail.

Question: Does this make sense to you? Why? What does it teach us about hate?

Question: In the 2nd paragraph of source #1 the Host says to Bar Kamtza about himself: “That
man (himself), is the enemy of that man (Bar Kamtza)”? Why the strange use of
the 3rd person instead of the 1st person?

He seems to be alienated from himself - from his own self-interest! Since his essence is selfishness,
he is alienated from who he is and what he wants. He will even hurt himself, when caught in the fire
of baseless hatred, rather than ensure his own advantage.

We are all souls, made in the image of G-d. When we are alienated from that truth, we hurt
others, do worse to ourselves and damage society. | would contend that all bad behavior, from
angry outbursts at one’s wife and children, to arrogance, to addiction and even to the crisis of
identity that our society is currently suffering from, is all due to being alienated from who we really
are. When we had a Temple it was obvious who we really were. Since then it has become very
confusing. The opposite of hate and selfishness is unity and love. We give to one another, not just
because it's nice, but it is the way in which we express ourselves as souls!

Question: Are there areas of your life where your behavior suggests an “alienation from your
true self?”

Question: What small step can you take to tackle one of these areas and live more in line with
your soul?

If you take this journey you become part of the process of rebuilding the Temple. May it be soon in
our days!

Coming Soon! Full Library of Discussion Sheets at inspiredjewishlearning.com
For Questions, Comments and more FREE Learning Modules
Contact Rabbi Simcha Barnett, Director Inspired Jewish Learning at simchabarnett@gmail.com
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